






















Janelle Cammenga – Arts Editor
Fifty-one choir members. Sixteen pieces. 
Concerts in five states. Three standing ovations. 
Over 4,575 miles in a Windstar bus.
One choir director leading his first Dordt tour.
Informative as they are, these numbers don’t 
begin to cover the journey of the Dordt College 
Concert Choir’s spring tour. Or #dccctour18, 
according to the music department’s new 
Instagram account. Or #dcccccccctour18, as the 
hashtag ended up evolving due to a bunch of 
college students who either couldn’t remember 
or didn’t feel like remembering just how many 
c’s belonged after the d.
Choir director Ryan Smit is an old hand at 
touring. He was part of the concert choir as a 
student at Dordt from 1996-1999 and has led 
many high school choir tours in his past 16 years 
of teaching. But every tour is different.
“I was pleasantly surprised by the grace and 
strength demonstrated by the students in the 
choir, especially when so much was asked of 
them,” Smit said. “I was also amazed at how 
students helped each other and fulfilled their 
duties faithfully; this made for a very smooth 
experience for all of us.”
The bus pulled out of Dordt’s campus on a 
snowy March morning at 5:45 a.m., bringing its 
passengers toward much warmer weather. From 
March 9 to 19, the choir travelled throughout 
the Southwest, stopping in Colorado, New 
Mexico, Arizona and California. They ended 
with their homecoming concert in the B. J. Haan 
auditorium on March 23.
Anna Bartlett orchestrated the tour from behind 
the scenes, planning concert locations and lining 
up choir members with host families.
Smit and several students cited Phoenix as 
their favorite concert on the route. 
“All the elements of a great concert were 
present,” Smit said. “A healthy and fully present 
choir—no one was sick or absent that evening—a 
great acoustical space to sing in, an audience that 
was engaged and a strong performance from the 
singers.”
Crowd favorites included “Mosquitos,” one of 
There and back again: Concert Choir tours southwestern 
states
five movements in a piece based on the Pacific 
Northwest. The choir buzzed melodically, 
then, near the end of the song, looked around 
frantically for the mosquito, played by the 
buzzing of senior Cory Van Gilst. The piece 
closed with a clap. 
The crowd also loved the pseudo-serious 
arrangements of “Lambscapes,” which set 
“Mary had a little lamb” in a number of musical 
periods, one of which included junior Daniel 
Seaman bleating like a sheep in the middle of 
something reminiscent of the Hallelujah Chorus.
The choir gave 15 performances while on the 
road, gaining standing ovations in both Phoenix 
and Denver, but the tour was about much more 
than just the music.
In Rehoboth, New Mexico, reservation 
residents treated the Dordt crew to Navajo tacos 
(fry bread with beans, tomatoes, cheese and 
other assorted toppings) and a short song in the 
Navajo language. 
As the bus crossed the border into Arizona 
on the third day, Phoenix native Sheridan Moss 
turned tour guide. 
“Did you know that it takes 100 years for a 
saguaro cactus to grow its first arm?” she asked 
those near her on the bus. 
She went on to share facts about the landscape, 
identifying landmarks as the bus drove by.
The annual Rook tournament helped pass 
many hours in the bus. Seaman and fellow 
junior Jacob Brower nabbed first place, making 
Seaman’s second choir tour victory.
Every night but one, choir members stayed 
with host families. Senior Amy Smith would start 
out each day’s bus trek by leading “Host Family 
Story Time,” when students eagerly shared tales 
of both enjoyment and embarrassment.
Seaman stayed with his grandmother during 
his time in Ripon, Calif., and took a couple 
students with him to see some newborn foals at 
their stable.
Sophomore Anna Christians told about setting 
off a home security alarm during her stay in 
Bellflower, Calif.
Sophomore Joshua Fopma broke the new bed 
he was sleeping on, but his hosts assured him 
that it had just been set up wrong.
Almost all of the choir played endless rounds 
of Dutch bingo while meeting hosts and concert-
The lives behind battery life in Congo’s cobalt mines
Jenna Stephens -- Staff Writer
You sort through your email. A girl sorts 
through a pile of rocks searching for cobalt 
stones. You plug in your phone. A boy goes to 
sleep, hoping to recharge enough to work for 12 
more hours in the mine tomorrow.
Smartphones, laptops, tablets and almost all 
other rechargeable devices contain cobalt in 
their batteries. A smart phone contains about 5 
to 10 grams of cobalt and an electric car battery 
contains up to 15,000 grams of the element. 
This brittle, silvery metal, which is found in 
abundance in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), has made news recently due to human 
rights abuses in the mining industry. Both 
cobalt mines and the tech companies which use 
their extracted materials are under scrutiny as 
children make up much of the workforce.
Sarah Saiya Selenga, a sophomore at Dordt, is 
from the Democratic Republic of Congo. She, 
along with over 10 million other residents, calls 
the capital city, Kinshasa, home. The cobalt 
mines are in the eastern and southern regions 
of the DRC, about 2,000 kilometers away from 
where Selenga lives. In Kinshasa, children go to 
school, study and play with friends after class. 
It is a stark contrast from the lives of those 
working in the mines.
An Amnesty International report released in 
2016 revealed that cobalt mined by children 
was being used in products from companies like 
Apple, Microsoft, Tesla and Samsung. Many of 
the companies released statements following 
this exposure, some saying they are committed 
to responsible sourcing of materials and that 
they had surveyed their supply chains.
“We must place pressure on companies and 
governments to act ethically in the sourcing 
of minerals and, where lapses occur, name and 
shame those that are not acting responsibly,” 
Alex Benkenstein, head of the Governance of 
Africa’s Resources Programme, wrote in an 
email.
The negative effects of cobalt mining are 
extensive. Children work in the mines instead 
of attending school. Videos filmed by CBS 
News show children trudging around the mines 
in shorts and colorful sandals, lacking the face 
masks, work clothing and gloves they should 
be wearing to protect themselves from the 
elements. Chronic exposure to dust and fumes 
can cause lung disease and asthma. Multiple 
cases of rare birth defects have been found in 
the babies of parents working in cobalt mines. 
The environments surrounding mines contain 
alarming radioactivity levels. Mining waste 
pollutes the communities’ drinking water.
Children trudge through trenches, navigating 
a path through mud and rocks. Some dig into 
the earth with shovels. Others dig with their 
bare hands. The youngest workers learn to pick 
pieces of cobalt out of the piles of rock and dirt, 
washing and sorting them in streams and lakes. 
In a few years, when they are stronger, they 
might haul sacks of cobalt on their shoulders 
over to the motorcycles which transport them 
to the market.
CBS News recently sent a team to the 
southern region of the DRC and shot footage 
of these scenes in the cobalt mines. They went 
on to investigate child labor in cobalt mines and 
what role the world’s biggest tech companies 
play in this industry.
Many cobalt miners in the DRC are artisanal 
miners. This means they are not officially 
employed, but rather work independently, 
mining by hand with their own basic tools. The 
workers lack labor standards or set salaries. 
But it cannot be ignored that artisanal mining 
is an important part of the economy in many 
developing countries. It provides employment 
and an income, although minimal, for the rural 
poor. Over half of the cobalt in the market today 
comes from the DRC, according to Darton 
Commodities Ltd., a research company in 
London. Twenty percent of this cobalt is mined 
Continued on page 3
goers alike.
The choir intended to spend their free day in 
Yosemite, but a forecast of snow deterred them. 
An audience member in Visalia offered to pay 
for the choir to go to the Monterey aquarium, 
an establishment with an entrance fee of $40 a 
person. Smit and the students took him up on 
the offer.
On their second-to-last night on the road, 
the choir crashed for the night at a hotel in 
Richfield, Utah, intending to drive to Grand 
Junction, Colorado, in the morning to join the 
congregation there for their morning service.
But, while the students were busy soaking in 
the hot tub, it started snowing. Hard. By the 
time the morning rolled around, the roads were 
slick and snow-covered. The bus, driven by the 
fearless Henry Kraayenbrink, got stuck in the 
snow, which prompted most of the bass section 
to run out of the vehicle and push. They got 
moving again, but were slowed down because 
of accidents on the road. 
When the bus neared Grand Junction, the chase 
vehicle, driven by registrar Jim Bos, started 
smoking. Ice had covered the grille, keeping in 
too much heat. The bus turned around to pick 
up senior Sarah Bos who had been riding with 
her father.
With all the hullabaloo, the concert choir 
reached Grand Junction an hour and a half late, 
just in time to sing “Praise to the Lord,” grab 
some sandwiches in the freezing rain and get on 
the road again in hopes of getting to Denver on 
time.
Though they cut it a bit too close for comfort, 
the choir made it and performed well enough to 
earn a standing ovation at their last concert on 
the road.
Smit considers the tour a success.
“I believe we reached our goals of proclaiming 
the gospel through song and sharing a bit about 
Dordt College with those we met,” he said. “I 
enjoyed learning some of the new traditions 
that have become a part of the Dordt Concert 
Choir tour experience since I was a student in 
the choir, and I also experienced anew the lesson 




Sioux County Conservatives and Democrats clash over King
Joshua Meribole -- Staff Writer
In Sioux County, two political party advocate 
groups exist: the Sioux County Conservatives 
and the Sioux County Democrats. Both hold 
events to advocate their policies to community 
members and students. 
This Thursday, March 29, during the Sioux 
County Conservatives’ “Pizza and Policy” 
night, Republican Congressman Steve King 
will be in Sioux Center to speak. Prior to the 
event, community members, with the help of 
Sioux County Democrats, will be holding a 
“peaceful assembly” to discuss some of the 
things King has said. People are encouraged to 
go to listen to Rep. King after this assembly. 
During the event, people from the community 
will read and respond to King’s past statements. 
“One big problem is the disrespectful nature 
of his discourse, the way his language demeans 
people, especially immigrants how he implies 
that western civilization is superior to other 
civilization,” says Kim Van Es, the Chair for 
Sioux County Democrats. 
“I don’t want somebody representing 
my district who doesn’t know how to be a 
statesman.,” Van Es said “A statesman is 
someone who can speak respectfully of others 
even though they disagree.”
In the past, “Pizza and Policy” events have 
been met with protest, especially during Islamic 
scholar Dr. Steve Kirby’s speech. 
However, Jacob Hall, a leader of the Sioux 
County Conservatives, says that they do not 
mind having protests on their event. 
“[Protests] doubled the size of our previous 
record attendance,” he said.
The Sioux County Conservatives started in 
2016 during the Republican primary for the 
Iowan house. A few community members got 
together to promote Senator-Candidate Skyler 
Wheeler. 
However, after the elections, priorities for the 
Sioux County Conservatives changed. Now 
they advocate for their conservative beliefs, 
for a small government and to promote local 
government. 
“The purpose of government is to reward 
good and punish evil,” Hall said. “The federal 
government is huge; it’s doing things that is was 
never meant to do,” Hall said. 
The Sioux County Conservatives’ primary 
goal is to educate, motivate and mobilize 
conservatives beyond Election Day. The 
Conservatives are also advocates for gun rights, 
anti-abortion and less government involvement 
in education. They recently spoke out against 
LGBTQ books being place in Orange City’s 
library. For many, their goal is to keep the 
books off the shelfs.
Serial bomber in Texas 
shocked Austin before 
committing suicide
Tess Hemmila -- Staff Writer
Austin has been deeply shaken in the past few 
weeks due to a series of bombings throughout 
the city. Between March 2 and March 20, five 
bombs were detonated by a serial bomber, 
with most of the bombs strategically placed for 
victims to find. After five incidents, there was 
a final explosion, in which the suspect took his 
own life by detonating a bomb inside his own 
vehicle after being pursued by police.
The bombings are of national significance, but 
the incidents also have local repercussions for 
the Dordt College community. Approximately 
25 students on campus hail from Texas. One of 
these students is freshman Demetrius Rowser, 
who says that he has family in Austin, including 
a niece. 
Rowser said that when the attacks were 
ongoing, he spent his time “just hoping they 
wouldn’t be the next house to get a package on 
their doorstep.” 
In addition, one of the nine Putting Love 
Into Action groups had been assigned to go to 
Austin before bombings began. Thus, a group 
of Dordt students were in Austin on their PLIA 
trip during several of the bombings.
Despite the ongoing attacks and investigation 
as the group set out, the PLIA group did not 
allow their willingness to serve the community 
to change.
According to senior Sam Roskamp, very 
little of their schedule was affected during 
the trip to Austin. Although the bombs were 
fairly centralized to Austin, Roskamp said that 
because “Austin is a large city, the events on one 
side don’t necessarily affect life on the other.”
Some of the members of the trip, however, 
naturally had concerns about being so close to 
the bombings. 
“It was shocking and nerve-wracking that we 
were fairly close to it,” said sophomore Lexi 
Van Surksum. But the group had purpose for 
being there so they stayed focused on their goal.
Still, Rowser feels that the attacks have had 
an effect on the community of Austin and Texas 
as a whole. 
“People are having to question and be cautious 
with every package in hopes that it won’t be the 
last package they open,” he said.
The first three bombs were in boxes placed by 
the houses of the victims. The first bomb was 
placed on a victim’s porch on March 2. The 
victim died when the bomb exploded after he 
handled the package. The following two attacks 
were both carried out on March 12, in which the 
deadly packages were also placed near victims’ 
houses. The earlier attack seriously injured 
one woman when she unknowingly handled 
the package, and the following attack injured 
a mother and killed her son when it detonated 
inside her house. 
For the remaining two bombs, a different 
tactic was used. On March 18, one bomb was 
placed—seemingly randomly—by a sidewalk 
and detonated via tripwire. The explosion 
injured two men in their 20s. Then, on March 
20, another package detonated in a FedEx 
center, injuring an employee. Luckily, another 
bomb was discovered and disarmed in a 
separate FedEx center. 
The suspect, 23-year-old Mark Anthony 
Conditt, was discovered after police found 
surveillance footage of Conditt dropping off two 
packages at a FedEx store, according to the New 
York Times. The footage was used to identify 
Conditt’s vehicle, a red 2002 Ford Ranger. The 
car did not have license plates, but the police 
were able to compile a list of registered vehicles 
matching the car’s description. Officials were 
also able to connect Conditt because of his 
previous Home Depot purchase of pink gloves, 
which he is seen wearing in the surveillance 
footage.
According to CNN, Conditt made a 25-minute 
video confession on his phone before he was 
pursued by police. In the video, he provides 
details about the bombs but does not explain 
his actions or what motivated him to do what 
he did.
“It’s the outcry of a very challenged young 
man talking about the challenges in his life that 
led him to this point,” said Austin Police Chief 
Brian Manley. 
Florida bridge collapses
Brad Weber -- Staff Writer
A bridge on the Florida International 
University (FIU) campus collapsed onto the 
highway, killing six people, on March 15. The 
bridge utilized accelerated bridge construction 
(ABC) techniques and technology to minimize 
traffic delays and improve construction speed. 
A full investigation is in progress, and Justin 
Vander Werff, a Dordt engineering professor, 
believes that it will uncover the root cause of 
the collapse. 
Vander Werff noticed that the failure occurred 
near the end of the bridge, not the middle, 
indicating that the bridge failed in shear, as 
opposed to bending. After the bridge was in 
place, the supports were removed and crews 
began working on post-tensioning, a standard 
process in which steel cables running through 
the concrete bridge sections are tensioned after 
the bridge is in place. Because it failed during 
this step, it’s possible that a mistake was made 
in the post-tensioning process that led to the 
catastrophic failure.
FIU is home to the ABC University 
Transportation Center, a leading research 
organization in the field of ABC. Vander 
Werff has met Atorod Azizinamini, the civil 
engineering chair at FIU, and identifies him 
as one of the leading figures in the field of 
ABC. FIU also collaborated with FIGG, a well 
reputed bridge design firm, to design the bridge. 
They, in turn, contracted Munilla Construction 
Management (MCM) to construct the bridge.
Vander Werff explained that no single 
person or company oversees all aspects of the 
bridge construction. Usually the design firm is 
responsible for the final bridge construction, 
and the construction company is responsible 
for the intermediate steps during construction. 
Regardless, certified engineers must approve of 
each step of the process.
ABC is a method of bridge construction 
that involves prefabrication of bridge sections 
offsite, and rapid installation of the bridge. 
Sections of the bridge are assembled near the 
bridge location, and then moved into place. This 
method has several benefits. Firstly, the bridge 
sections are usually produced in a dedicated 
offsite facility that can ensure that each section 
is built to specifications. Secondly, because of 
the rapid installation, ABC reduces the time 
roads must be closed. Thirdly, the overall 
construction time and cost is reduced because 
less onsite work is required.
A recent success of ABC in Iowa is the Keg 
Creek bridge that was recently installed near 
Council Bluffs. According to the Iowa DOT, 
the bridge was installed in two weeks, a much 
shorter time than the several months that would 
have been required for conventional bridge 
construction. 
The engineering community takes note of 
previous failures, and is careful to avoid the 
same mistakes. Vander Werff has already 
included the collapse as a potential topic of 
study in ENG 212. 
But damage has already been done. Vander 
Werff called it a “double tragedy,” referring 
to both the fatalities, and the fact that the 
collapse has harmed the reputation of the ABC 
University Transportation Center. 
The benefits of ABC are high according to 
Vander Werff, but bad publicity of the collapse 
will be a major setback.
“I have quite a few of them checked out right 
now and they would probably be re-checked 
out in a day or two,” Hall said. 
“One religion cannot impose their belief on 
how to live on a general population, unless a 
behavior is harmful to that population,” says 
Van Es. “Frankly, some of the concerns about 
how gay people have lived will be elevated now 
that they are more out in the open, that they are 
able to marry, that they can feel comfortable 
getting the healthcare they need. I know of no 
harm in letting gay people marry. And whether 
or not I agree with that religiously, that should 
not affect the law in a pluralistic country.”
The Sioux County Democrats exists within 
the strongly conservative Sioux County. Van 
Es became the Chair of the organization during 
the 2012 caucus because they were without a 
leader at that time. Since then, she has been 
chair for the organization which has 14 board 
members on the Sioux County Democratic 
Central Committee. 
Although the number of registered Democrats 
in Sioux County is small, Van Es says the 
numer of people who are interested in the Sioux 
County Democrats is growing. 
Like the Sioux County Conservatives, the 
Sioux County Democrats hold speakers and 
events to discuss political topics and events. 
During an event called “Plain Conversation” 
that invites people from different backgrounds 
to discuss political issues, Planned Parenthood 
speakers spoke on funding for women’s 
healthcare and the different ways women get 
and use their healthcare.
Although the debate was intense, Van Es says 
that during the meeting people from opposite 
sides had to listen to each other’s disagreement. 
“The primary purpose of the meeting was to 
educate, and I think education happened that 
night,” Van Es said.
On March 24, the Sioux County Democrats 
met in the Sioux Center library for their county 
convention to review, discuss and approve a 
draft for the Democrat platform for their party. 
The draft has been sent to the district level, then 
it will be sent to the state and then some part of 
it may become part of the National Democratic 
Party.  The platform contains the position the 
party has on certain issues. In 2016, the platform 
included the party’s stance on immigration, 
trade and other political issues.
The event with Congressman Steve King will 
start at 7:00pm on Thursday in Sioux Center 
Library and the peaceful assembly will be 
meeting at 6:00pm. For more information, visit 
Sioux County Conservatives’ Facebook page or 
visit Sioux County Democrats’ Facebook page.
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Sioux Center, safest city in 
Iowa
Zachary Sanford -- Staff Writer
Dordt students go to school in what is now 
regarded as the safest town in Iowa. For a 
college already listed as number one in student 
engagement by the Wall Street Journal, students 
at Dordt have little to worry about.
According to the HomeSnacks.net, Sioux 
center is the safest town in Iowa based on 
statistics from violent and property crimes 
per capita. The website concluded that a total 
of thirteen crimes were committed last year 
in Sioux Center. With a population of 7,544, 
that gives an individual an estimated 1 in 580 
chance of being the victim of a crime.
Orange City was listed as the second-safest 
town.
“We are rooted in a strong basis of faith,” said 
Sioux Center City Administrator Scott Wynja. 
“The citizens that live in the Sioux Center 
community take great pride in looking out 
for each other, and certainly work for the best 
interest of all involved.”
Sioux Center was also ranked as the fourth-
best Iowan city to live in. Businesses and 
city administration work together to provide 
top-notch healthcare services, numerous 
recreational facilities and programs.
The town listed on HomeSnacks.net were 
considered based on median home values, 
income, unemployment rates, crime, health 
insurance, commute time, poverty rates, levels 
of education and population.
“We have a very proactive police department 
and great support from the community in the 
roles they serve to protect our citizens,” Wynja 
said. “The mayor and city council continue to 
support a variety of amenities and services to 
continue to make this a great place.”
Sioux Center has one of the lowest 
unemployment rates and 15th-highest median 
income in the state. Having a college within 
the small town is an added bonus to the Sioux 
Center community.
On top of Sioux Center’s award, the state of 
Iowa ranked as the best state to live in America 
in a US News and World Report study. Iowa 
was also placed eighth in the Top-10 list for the 
“Happiest State in the USA.”
The statistics behind the success of the 
state comes from a list of criteria, including 
the percentage of depressed adults, amount 
of adequate sleep, suicide rate, long-term 
unemployment numbers, average work hours, 
volunteerism, safety ratings, income growth 
and divorce rates.
Iowa came in third for Long-Term 
Unemployment, sixth place for Adequate Sleep 
Rate and Income Growth, and eight place for 
Separation and Divorce Rate.
The Hawkeye State has a population of 3.14 
million and 35.7 million acres to farm and 
develop. Iowa is the number one producer of 
eatable corn and second to Nebraska for corn 
feed.
Residents say that it’s the small, quiet and 
overlooked states who seem to be content 
and happy for what they have. It could be the 
people, smell or look of a place that makes you 
feel at home.
“The sweet smell of hog and cow manure 
coming from the fields after it rains,” said 
sophomore Kaitlyn Baljeu. “You know you 
are from Iowa when you can tell the difference 
between hog and cow crap. No seriously, it 
smells like home to me.”
Iowa bill on abortion battles 
for beating hearts
Jenna Stephens -- Staff Writer
The unborn baby’s body is less than half an 
inch in length six weeks after conception. Her 
eyes, nose and chin are developing. Arms and 
legs are beginning to bud, still a few months 
from kicking around in Mom’s belly. A tiny 
heart forms and pumps blood. It clocks in at 
150 bpm, twice as fast as yours. Among all the 
rapid developments in a fetus, that heartbeat 
is the force throwing abortion supporters and 
opponents into a war of law and ethics.
Senate File 359, also known as the Fetal 
Heartbeat Bill, was considered in the Iowa 
House on Tuesday, March 20. This bill would 
bring sharp changes to current abortion policies. 
If passed, it would outlaw nearly all abortions 
after the doctor can detect the heartbeat of a 
fetus. Fetal heartbeats can often be detected 
about six weeks into the gestational period. 
Most women do not even realize they are 
pregnant at this point.
“It’s protecting the unborn children as people 
made in the image of God, so I think I would 
support it,” freshman Hailey Pullman said.
“Something has to change,” said Tom DeLay, 
former U.S. House Majority Leader, during the 
hearing. “I understand that you have to have 
compassion for those women, but they never 
talk about the baby. What about the baby?”
No one is sure when the proposed bill will 
come before the full House, but legislators say 
it will happen. If passed, the bill would have the 
potential of reaching the Supreme Court and 
influencing the policies of Roe vs. Wade. But 
that could only happen if it withstands the test 
of fiery debates and lengthy court battles.
The Roe vs. Wade case goes back to 1973, 
when the Supreme Court affirmed, with a 7-2 
vote, that women bear the right to have an 
abortion under the Constitution’s Fourteenth 
Amendment. The Fourteenth Amendment 
states: “No state shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities 
of citizens of the United States; nor shall any 
state deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.”
In Roe vs. Wade, the Court divided a pregnancy 
period into three trimesters. The woman had 
full discretion to terminate the pregnancy 
during the first trimester. The second trimester 
gave the state the right to regulate abortions, but 
not outlaw them, based on the interests of the 
woman’s health. After two trimesters, the fetus 
became viable, or developed enough to survive 
outside the uterus. During the third trimester, 
the state could regulate or outlaw abortions in 
the interest of the baby, except when an abortion 
was necessary to maintain the health or life of 
the mother.
Many states have passed abortion restrictions 
since the 1973 vote, but numbers show that 
abortion opponents have not won the fight. 
Planned Parenthood affiliated health centers 
reported 321,384 abortion procedures between 
Oct. 1, 2015 and Sept. 30, 2016. Based on 
numbers from the Guttmacher Institute, an 
estimated 60 million abortions have occurred 
since 1973.
 “It is ironic that I am here when we should be 
celebrating women’s achievements and how far 
we’ve come as a state,” said Suzanna de Baca, 
president and chief executive officer of Planned 
Parenthood of the Heartland. “Instead, we are 
once again being forced to plead for women’s 
basic reproductive rights.”
The hearing took place in the middle of 
women’s history month and raised questions 
about women’s rights, as well as the rights of 
an unborn baby. What defines a “person” in the 
Fourteenth Amendment and how should they be 
protected by law?
“Even though some people may view abortion 
as a woman’s right, they’re not considering the 
right of life that God has given to the unborn 
baby,” Pullman said. “We have to use our rights 
in a way that is honoring to God, and I don’t feel 
like abortion is a way to do that.”
PLIA students serve and are 
served across the country
Zachary Sanford-- Staff Writer
Putting Love Into Action—or PLIA, as it’s 
better known—is a n opportunity for students 
to spend their spring break serving in various 
locations across the US. Dordt organizes eight 
to ten trips, with around eight students in 
each team. This year, they travelled to sites in 
Mississippi, Arizona, Texas and more.
“It was completely different from what I 
expected,” junior Micah Kooiman said. “We 
listened to people’s testimonies in this broken 
community. We worked, but the city also wanted 
us to learn about racism, that it still exists.”
Kooiman and his group of eight traveled 
to Mendenhall, Miss. His group worked on 
painting houses, refurnishing furniture and 
cleaning up around the town. In the evenings, 
they exchanged testimonies and listened to the 
people of the town.
Mendenhall is a community where racism is 
still a problem. A railroad track splits the mixed 
community in half. People from the town are 
very aware of the situation and are taking steps 
to change the way the town used to be.
“On the last night, one person’s testimony 
really summed up the whole trip,” Kooiman 
said. “She said ‘When Jesus died on the cross 
His blood was red, not black, not white’, and 
that really stood out to me. It was really eye 
opening for me to see this as they said: ‘a heart 
problem,’ not a society problem.”
Another place students served was in Georgia. 
The first part of the trip took place in the inner 
city of Atlanta. The group of eight students 
spent the day hanging out with kids at school 
and in the park.
“We helped lead the class and do homework,” 
junior Ben Tiemersma said. “We went to a park 
and talked to the kids. This was unique because 
many of these kids come from rough homes. We 
got to connect with them on a personal level.”
The team spent most of their time at God’s 
Farm, a summer camp. It lies an hour out of 
Atlanta in Temple, where the students prepared 
a farm-ish experience. God’s Farm is a farm 
Cobalt (cont.)
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by hand and tens of thousands of children are 
part of the process. Their work is not optional. 
It is necessary for survival.
“We thoroughly investigate any allegation 
made about our supply chain and only if our 
suppliers are unable or unwilling to meet our 
standards do we suspend or terminate business 
with them,” wrote representatives of Apple Inc. 
in a response to CBS News’ 2018 investigation. 
“There are real challenges with artisanal mining 
of cobalt in the DRC, but walking away would 
do nothing to improve conditions for the people 
or the environment.”
This last statement highlights the difficulty 
of banning child labor. How will families 
survive if their children cannot work? One of 
the children interviewed by CBS News is the 
only wage-earner in his household. His parents 
are dead and his grandmother is unable to work. 
Putting an end to child labor would protect 
these children from the horrific conditions of 
the mines, but they would not have money to 
buy food or attend school.
Selenga sees this as an issue. “They need the 
children to work to survive,” she said. “You 
can’t try to solve the problem there. You have 
to look higher up.”
She thinks the changes need to start at the top 
with the government and then work down. The 
DRC is rich in natural resources which play a 
big role in the economy of the nation. Shutting 
down cobalt mines would not solve the problem.
“We must recognize that this is a complex 
problem and that uninformed boycotting of 
minerals from certain areas can do more harm 
than good,” Benkenstein wrote.
“If we didn’t have all these problems going 
on, it would be a paradise on Earth,” Selenga 
said about her home country. But until changes 
in the cobalt mining industry are made, that 
paradise will continue to be a far-off dream 
for the children working to give life to our 
smartphones.
geared to spread the basics of the gospel to kids 
while letting them experience farm life. The 
goal of the non-profit organization is to provide 
simple work and analogies from the Bible.
“It was the simple things that connected with 
these kids,” Tiemersma said. “We used the 
simple comparisons like fishers-of-men when 
we went fishing and other stories. These kids 
don’t have good family lives and it has to be 
something that we can talk about. Many of them 
don’t come from Christian backgrounds.”
Sophomore Kylie Shea, said it was cool to be 
with a small group of people on the Georgia. 
“This allowed for our small knit group to really 
grow together and build strong relationships,” 
Shea said. “We have already had dinner 
together twice since the trip and got back three 
nights ago. It was incredible to hear members 
in our team share their testimony. They were 
vulnerable with us and we got to speak truth 
and pray over each person after they shared 
their story.”
The team helped Larry, the man who started 
the camp, in preparation for the summer. The 
Grand Cabin in the camp is a place for kids to 
meet when it is too hot or chilly for outdoor 
activities. The PLIA team trimmed, painted, 
cleaned, and etched floors and worked on the 
roof of the Grand Cabin. Part of the team even 
helped to build a ropes course.
PLIA also sent students to Colorado City, AZ, 
a community with a large Mormon population.
“The whole town is a cult,” freshman 
Brandon Lesondak said. “We stayed in a bed 
and breakfast and didn’t see anybody the first 
day. The people in town are really in their own 
world.” Polygamy is part of their religion... and 
anything their prophet Warren Jeffs says.”
“[Our host] Brody is the first missionary who 
ever moved into the town,” he said. “We didn’t 
have a lot of chances to talk to the locals. We 
did some yard work, built a deck and unloaded 






Zach Steensma-- Staff Writer
 On the evening of March 2, current and 
former students and faculty of the Dordt 
Agriculture program came together to celebrate 
the department’s 40th Anniversary.
 It was an evening of reminiscence, a time of 
looking back on the legacy of Dordt agriculture, 
as well as ahead to the future endeavors of the 
program.  
The Dordt College Agriculture department 
first began in 1977, when then Dordt College 
President Rev. BJ Haan asked Dr. Duane 
Bajema to start the Agriculture program. 
 Initially, when offered the position, Bajema 
turned down the offer, but would later change 
his mind. 
“People approached me and asked me to 
reconsider,” Dr. Bajema said. “Oftentimes the 
Holy Spirit works through people around you.” 
Today, the various Agriculture degrees offered 
by Dordt are among the top five most popular 
programs of study on campus. Dordt remains 
one of only a few Christian colleges to offer an 
accredited four-year Agriculture degree. 
The creation of the program stemmed out 
of an existing interest in studying agriculture 
among students, and eventually led to the 
implementation of the Ag program and the 
creation of the Agriculture Stewardship Center, 
located just a few miles north of campus off of 
highway 75. 
The evening began with an opening prayer 
and a slideshow featuring pictures from the 
Photo by Evangeline Colarossi
Dance bonanza in full swing
Evangeline Colarossi-- Staff Writer
Low lights, loud jazz music and the scent of 
fresh popcorn accompanied dozens of cheerful 
voices in the Campus Center Saturday evening. 
Skirts swirled around the floor as couples flowed 
through the moves they had been learning in the 
swing dance club. Grand dips and turns were 
executed, along with the basic swing steps tying 
it all together. 
Members of the club started decorating at 5:30 
p.m. to set the black and white theme in place. 
Clear fairy lights hung from the railings and 
ceiling along with spiraling black decorations 
while black and white balloons scattered the 
floor. Dancers arrived and moved onto the 
floor for a short lesson at 7:30 p.m. The dance 
officially started at 8:00.
From Frank Sinatra to Bruno Mars, swing 
dance can be adapted to many styles of songs. 
Dancers Rocked Around the Clock and several 
ambitious souls ventured out for a dynamic, yet 
draining polka, tearing around the floor like a 
whirlwind.
Even people who just passed by got the chance 
to learn a few moves. Dancers were more than 
willing to step away from the floor for a few 
minutes and teach newcomers the basic steps 
and a few tricks. 
Halfway through the dance, couples competed 
in a competition for a (somewhat) crisp five-
dollar bill. Panic! at the Disco’s “Death of a 
Bachelor” reverberated in the background as 
the couples attempted to dance and defeat their 
opponents in a lively game. 
The dance involved a balloon stomping 
contest. The guys had to move their feet carefully 
to avoid getting their balloon popped, as each 
balloon was tied to an ankle. Every round added 
another balloon and the competition got hotter. 
The girls received balloons in the third round. 
When one of a pair’s balloons had been popped, 
they were out.
Legs swung all around, in an attempt to keep 
balloons away from stomping feet, whether 
they were bare or encompassed by heels. 
“I feel that it’s so cool and special that we here 
at Dordt are keeping the more traditional aspects 
of dancing alive,” said freshman Danikka 
Jackson, who has been part of the swing dance 
club since the fall. “I get to take what I’ve been 
learning at the regular Tuesday swing lessons 
and practice them in a more formal setting. It’s 
almost like going to a ball.”
And what a ball it was. Coming off the dance 
floor, the dancers looked tired, but once they 
ventured back out, the energy was flowing 
again. When the dance ended, the floor was 
scattered with popped balloons, half-empty 
cups littered the tables, and popcorn had been 
crunched under feet, but the joy from the 
dancers still echoed in the air.
If you’re interested, you can “swing” by the 
aerobics room at 8:30 p.m. each Tuesday to 
learn dance moves and make new memories. A 
partner is not needed and all are welcome. You 
can also contact the group on their Facebook 
page: Dordt College Swing Dance.
Ag Department archives. Dordt Farm Manager 
Mike Schouten took attendants through old 
photographs of past classes, professors and, of 
course, past Ag Days—an event which remains 
an annual campus tradition to this day. 
Following the slideshow presentation, 
Professor Gary DeVries took some time to 
talk about the construction of the new Ag 
Stewardship center that will be located just 
north of the current center, on Dordt farm 
property. 
The new facility, which is already under 
construction, is expected to be open for use this 
coming fall semester in 2018. Blueprints were 
on display in the lobby alongside refreshments. 
The event also served as a celebration 
honoring the work of Dr. Bajema, who is 
retiring at the conclusion of this school year. 
Friends and family took advantage of the “open 
mic” period as an opportunity to share stories of 
Dr. Bajema, both in person and by way of letters 
mailed to the department and read by members 
of the Dordt Ag Club, who hosted the event.
Bajema was given the opportunity to speak 
about his hopes for the future of the Agriculture 
program. 
 “My vision for the department would be that 
it would strengthen in providing students the 
opportunity to think as Christians. Also that it 
would provide a Christian voice, that the Holy 
Spirit can work through to help students critique 
and examine agriculture as a whole.” 
Forensics team attends 
nationals
Emma Stoltzfus-- Staff Writer
Forensics: studying dead bodies from 
crime scenes or giving speeches and debating 
competitively?
The eight Dordt students who attended a 
national forensics tournament over Spring break 
understand that forensics in this case refers to 
competitive speech and debate.
The National Christian Colleges Forensics 
League (NCCFL) tournament was held at Azusa 
Pacific University near Los Angeles. Around 18 
Christian colleges from around the country had 
teams attending the tournament. 
Representatives of Dordt’s forensics team 
included Ben Kuiper, Bethany Van Eps, Emma 
Stoltzfus, Joshua Dorsett, Matthew Ojo, Michel 
Gomes and Tony Zou. They were accompanied 
by their coach Professor Bruce Kuiper.
Because the tournament was hosted in 
California, the eight-member team left on 
Wednesday afternoon before break—missing 
two days of classes—and flew a two-legged trip 
to LAX.
They arrived in California minus one checked 
bag, which happened to contain most of the 
suits and toiletries.
The team arrived at the house they rented 
armed with pop tarts and lucky charms for 
early breakfasts. The rental’s WiFi was labeled 
“DADBAE” and lent its name as a source 
of humor and usernames to a few games 
of Jackbox—an online trivia game that is 
a traditional pass time of Dordt’s forensics 
program—throughout the trip.
Due to the misplaced suitcase several 
members of the team were forced to dress down 
from suits to collared shirts and slacks.
Then commenced three days packed with 
giving, listening to and preparing for rounds 
of speeches and debates. Spare hours here and 
there were composed of trips to the on-campus 
Starbucks and playing Jackbox.
The first day started off with Ben Kuiper 
drinking milk with his breakfast out of a large 
wineglass. Once the wayward suitcase was 
returned, the entire team was able to dress 
professionally. 
Since Dordt brought an odd number of debate 
competitors, Dorsett created a hybrid debate 
team with another odd-man-out from a different 
school. 
On one day, the team was able to take a quick 
lunch catered by In-n-Out in between rounds—
courtesy of Azusa Pacific. 
After a full day of speeches on Friday, the 
team split off for an evening out and about Los 
Angeles. Several members of the team visited 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame and checked out 
various celebrity’s stars. Van Eps and Stoltzfus 
were approached by representatives from the 
Church of Scientology to “watch a film”. 
On the drive back, they got lost in the hills 
of Hollywood trying to see the famous sign and 
return to the rental house.
The NCCFL made a big push for school spirit 
within the tournament and had an ongoing 
competition comprised of human bingo, heads 
up, and other teamwork-oriented games. At 
one point, a student put on a panda onesie and 
danced as the animated character “Po” to the 
song Kung Fu Fighting. 
Dordt tied for fourth or fifth in the spirit 
competition, which awarded a small painted 
figurine to the most spirited team.
During the competition, there were a few 
slipups in debate and in the IE speeches a couple 
team members forgot their intros or accidently 
remained seated while giving their speeches.
The awards ceremony and dinner included 
three hours of standing, sitting, and clapping as 
the winners of each round were handed plaques 
from three large tables.
Zou reached the semi-finals for impromptu 
speaking, Van Eps received second place in 
novice prose and an overall debate speaker 
point’s award for the team as a whole.
Towards the end, the graduating seniors who 
were competing for the last year were asked to 
stand and be recognized. This included Dordt’s 
own Ben Kuiper and Michel Gomes.
The next morning after a few hours of sleep 
further shortened by daylight savings time, the 
Dordt Forensics team members each flew their 
separate ways for the remainder of spring break.
2018 commencement 
ceremony  speaker announced
Evangeline Colarossi -- Staff Writer
Dr. Ethan Brue, or as many students know 
him, Prof. Brue, will be the 2018 graduation 
speaker. As someone who has worked at Dordt 
for the last 18 years, walks the halls teaching and 
speaking with students, and has a daughter who 
will be graduating this year, Brue has firsthand 
knowledge of Dordt’s grads and community.
He plans to speak about shepherding 
throughout the Bible and our lives as Christians. 
“The scriptural concept of shepherding is not 
defined by task,” Brue said, “but by relationship 
to the sheep. It’s an identity, not a job.” 
As the students are sent out to their newfound 
places in the world, they go with this same 
identity, to be a shepherd. Brue will address 
what this looks like in every moment of life - 
not just in work but in small bits of time as well.
“The speaker should be someone who knows 
Dordt, its mission and the students individually,” 
said campus chaplain Aaron Baart. 
Speakers who are chosen tend to be local 
pastors or faculty from Dordt. This ensures 
the speaker knows about the students. They 
should be familiar with Dordt and compose a 
speech that captures the experience, not just a 
30-minute dispatch.
The commencement ceremony is not only an 
event that draws hundreds of people to Dordt. 
It’s a way to combine the formal graduation 
with the informal, intimate nature of a family-
centered celebration of students’ achievements.
Commencement speeches are both a capstone 
of everything the students have learned at Dordt 
and a commission as they are “sent out.”
“It’s not a sermon,” Baart said. “You want 
it to be a bit clever or funny, but also some 
significant faith and fusion from Dordt.”
Aaron Baart and Howard Schaap both co-chair 
the co-curricular committee. This committee 
funds special events on campus, finalize awards 
for distinguished alumni, contribute to the 
funding of First Mondays and submit potential 
names to President Hoekstra for the annual 
commencement speaker.
The commencement speaker isn’t chosen 
solely by Dordt faculty. The co-curricular 
committee is composed of staff, faculty, and 
students from student symposium. This allows 
the students to include their opinion, but also 
allow the faculty to stay up-to-date with the 
ongoing things in student life. 
“It’s not extra-curricular, as in beyond. It’s 
‘co-,’ as in a part of,” Baart said. “Your whole 
college experience is your learning.”
Each of the graduating seniors had the 
opportunity to suggest possible speakers for 
the ceremony. The co-curricular committee 
compiles all of these suggestions together 
and sends two to three of the most frequently 
suggested names to President Hoekstra, who 
makes the final decision. The entire process 
takes about two months and starts near the 
end of the fall semester. By the start of spring 
semester classes, the speaker is announced.
The 2018 commencement ceremony will take 




“It is our sinful inability 
to create either a sin-free 
theology or a sin-free science 
that causes battles.”
· Opinion ·
Faith and science, not faith versus science
Dr. Robbin Eppinga, Bio Dept. -- Guest Writer
Thank you, Amelia, for your previous 
Diamond article calling for more student access 
to understanding biological evolution and 
engaging this topic from a Christian perspective. 
A recent study from the Barna Group and 
Impact360 highlights just how timely this is [1]. 
The trend shows that individuals in the younger 
generations (Millennials and Gen Z) are more 
likely to report a conflict between science and 
the Bible (~43% vs 31%) than Boomers and 
Gen X. Increasingly, young adults are choosing 
to “side with science” and adopt atheism.
Of those that remain in the faith and attend 
church once a month, half say, “the church 
seems to reject much of what science tells us 
about the world.” One-third report, “The church 
is overprotective of teenagers” and Christianity 
feels “stifling, fear-based and risk-averse.” 
More than a quarter of respondents claim, “the 
church is not a safe place to express doubts” [2]. 
The fact that more than half of Americans do 
not think there is a conflict between the Bible 
and science is surprising to many young adults 
because it often feels as though the most vocal 
groups are those that promote the conflict and 
insist on the need to choose either religion 
or science. Sadly, a few of the more abrasive 
individuals in the two “In Conflict” camps use 
remarkably similar tactics of misinformation, 
shaming, fear, and name-calling to 
mischaracterize the “other side” rather than try 
to understand others or find consensus. Often, 
the two conflict camps talk past each other, 
using keywords like faith, evolution, science, 
theory, religion, etc. in very different ways. 
This can make it difficult to hold meaningful 
discussions in certain settings.
The good news is that, as a Christian, your 
value is in Christ alone, not in your opinion on 
this topic. If you are struggling with evolution 
and faith, you do not need to rush toward an 
uninformed choice. You have time to work 
through this. 
Fortunately, Dordt has many great resources 
available to you. Numerous courses address 
the scientific, theological, pastoral and 
historical aspects of evolutionary theory 
and other seemingly difficult topics. Dordt’s 
online publication InAllThings frequently 
publishes articles that provide perspective on 
many issues including questions at the nexus 
of faith and science [3]. In addition, faculty at 
Dordt received a grant last summer to generate 
resources that help students integrate science 
and faith while navigating these tough issues. 
These resources will soon be available through 
the Dordt Digital Commons. 
Dordt also has many staff and faculty who 
have walked this road before you, or who are 
still searching for satisfying answers. Certainly, 
this was the case for recent Dordt grad and 
former Diamond writer Lydia Marcus, who 
published her story in the Apr. 30, 2016, issue 
of Perspectives Journal [4]. I believe those with 
such stories would be happy to chat with you.
Read Lydia’s story and you will see that Dordt 
is a special place. Here we do not reject science 
or the Bible, but rather claim every square inch 
for Christ. We study God’s revelation to us, 
both in scripture and nature, and try our best 
to understand and respond well. We expose 
students like you to challenging ideas, but then 
walk with you as you wrestle through these. We 
try to create a safe place to doubt, even while 
assuring you of our firm foundation.
Thanks again, Amelia. It is time to have this 
discussion and to help the church move beyond 
this and other issues that divide us unnecessarily.
The links to these references can be found 
with this article online at dordtdiamond.com.
Providential nature and a 
gracious science
Dr. Carl Fictorie, Chem Dept. -- Guest Writer
In response to Walicord’s response (Feb. 28) 
to Amelia Rens.
In the Feb. 15 issue of the Diamond, Amelia 
Rens wrote an article in which she discussed 
wrestling with the apparent paradox of 
faith and evolution. In the next issue, Dordt 
professor Sasha Walicord wrote a response 
which presented one interpretation of the books 
of Scripture and nature. Amelia’s struggle, 
however, was based in the tension between 
two (or more) views of how to interpret the 
books of Scripture and nature. Therefore, I feel 
compelled to offer a second, different point of 
view. It is a view based on decades of wrestling 
with the same issues that Amelia has, and one 
which I am convinced is a faithful and—to 
the extent that a saved sinner can be—correct 
understanding of Scripture, nature and their 
relationships to each other and to God.
Walicord expresses his concern by saying that 
the “real battle here is… between the faith of 
evolution and the faith of the clear teaching of 
Scripture (Genesis).” As he correctly points 
out, the meanings of words matter. One word 
stands out: evolution. Walicord states that 
evolution is “by no means a scientific concept,” 
apparently because “evolution is a story about 
the unobserved past.” This claim deserves a 
closer look.
Walicord does not distinguish between 
“evolution” as a scientific concept and 
“evolutionism” as a philosophical stance. 
This distinction is important because the 
fundamental battle is between evolutionism, 
which is a type of naturalism that denies the 
existence of anything outside of the universe, 
and creationism, a Christian belief that accepts 
and believes the teaching of Scripture that God 
is the creator of the universe. The concept of 
evolution as a scientific theory is a description 
of how the world developed from the moment of 
creation to the present time. It is most certainly 
a scientific theory in that it seeks to obtain 
evidence from creation itself in an effort to build 
a framework for how the world developed. The 
point is that evolution as a theoretical structure 
is not the threat, evolutionism as a God-denying 
philosophy is.
Walicord asserts that the “clear teaching 
of Scripture” is easier to understand than the 
nonverbal communication found in nature. 
He states that because of “God’s 100% 
truthful eyewitness testimony about the past” 
in Scripture, a “five-year old” is capable 
of understanding “all the events recorded 
in Scripture.” The methods of interpreting 
scripture that I have learned say that it is not this 
simple. Scripture is clear about the need for and 
the path to salvation—confess that you have 
sinned and fall short and seek salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. At the same time, Scripture 
is not nearly as clear about all the nuanced 
details of what that means (Acts. 8:29-31). 
Two millennia of church history has produced 
dozens of interpretations (and denominations to 
go with them). It is vitally important to work 
at understanding Scripture correctly and to 
articulate those doctrines that Scripture teaches. 
It is equally important to do so with a spirit of 
humility and grace.
The existence of multiple interpretations of 
Science contrary to Scripture 
is never gracious
Dr. Sacha Walicord, BUAD Dept.. -- Guest Writer
I want to begin by thanking Dr. Fictorie for 
the professional courtesy of sending me his 
response before publication. This way, I am able 
to respond to his article in the same Diamond 
issue.
My colleague makes much of my use of the 
term “evolution,” which he calls “a scientific 
concept,” as opposed to “evolutionism,” which 
he describes as “a philosophical stance.” “[T]
his distinction,” he says, “is important because 
the fundamental battle is between evolutionism, 
which… denies the existence of anything 
outside of the universe, and creationism, a 
Christian belief… that God is the creator of the 
universe.” 
Since his use of “creationism” means creation 
by evolution, this is a false dichotomy as both 
are philosophical concepts with one being 
expressly atheistic, and the other syncretistic, 
attempting to reconcile the atheistic-naturalistic 
concept of evolution somewhat with the Bible 
in order to “have the cake and eat it too.”
But, the dividing line is not between evolution 
and evolutionism; it is between what the Bible 
clearly teaches and every other approach. 
It has to be said in the clearest of terms that 
every scientific theory or idea is always based 
on a philosophical belief system. There is no 
neutral science. To claim—as Fictorie does—
that evolutionism is philosophical, while 
evolution is scientific, is illogical, wrong, and 
at conflict with everything we know about 
worldviews. There is no purely scientific 
concept without a philosophical belief system 
as its foundation. Every person and every 
scientist has a worldview, consisting at least 
of metaphysics (a concept about reality and its 
origin), epistemology (a theory of knowledge), 
and ethics (a concept of right and wrong). We 
hold these philosophical foundations by faith, 
before we even begin any scientific endeavor. 
Nobody is neutral. It is through worldviews 
that we interpret the facts of nature. 
The Christian scientist’s worldview is firmly 
based on (all) the teachings of the Bible while 
the atheist-materialist scientist interprets nature 
according to his atheism. The problem is that 
some scientists may think or even live as 
Christians outside their labs but seem to utilize 
Scripture is a direct result of humanity’s sinful 
state. Scripture is infallible and inerrant, but 
human interpretation is not. It is our sinful 
inability to create either a sin-free theology or 
a sin-free science that causes battles. With both, 
it is only through the gracious work of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts and minds that we achieve 
any understanding.
Walicord quotes Belgic Confession Article 
2 to support his point that Scripture has more 
clarity than nature. However, he did not quote 
the entire sentence: “God makes himself known 
to us more clearly by his holy and divine Word, 
as much as we need in this life, for God’s glory 
and for our salvation.” Article 2 speaks to the 
idea that Scripture teaches us what we need 
to know to be saved and to direct our lives. It 
does not speak directly to every detail of our 
existence nor the details of creational structure.
All truth is God’s truth. Christians who work 
in the sciences wrestle daily with the work of 
investigating nature through the lens of faith. 
This article will be published in its entirety 
online at dordtdiamond.com. Please feel free 
to email comments and questions to the guest 
writer or the Diamond (diamond@dordt.edu). 
“Nobody is neutral. It is 
through worldviews that we 
interpret the facts of nature.”
a naturalistic and materialistic worldview in 
their labs and their research. Therefore, the line 
of demarcation is not “theistic” vs. “atheistic” 
but “Biblical” vs. “un-Biblical.” It is for this 
very reason that some Christian scientists 
insist that the Bible is only useful for “spiritual 
matters” (whatever that might mean) but not for 
scientific endeavors. 
It can therefore be said that the idea of 
evolution is not a neutral scientific fact, as my 
colleague tries to present it, but a belief system 
based on the entirely unproven assumption 
(not based on observable facts) of molecules-
to-man evolution which has never been 
observed or replicated. The same holds true 
for any evolutionary change from one kind 
into another. Macroevolution is not even a 
“scientific theory” as Fictorie claims because it 
cannot be repeatedly tested in accordance with 
the scientific method. It is a hypothesis that 
the world has been deceived into thinking is 
a well-established scientific theory because of 
misleading arguments about natural selection, 
mutations and bait-and-switch uses of the word 
“evolution” (i.e., evolution referring to variation 
within a kind, e.g., the perfectly observable 
variation in size or hair length or snout shape 
in dogs vs. the unobservable microbe-to-
microbiologist change over millions of years). 
The idea of evolution is an embarrassment, 
even to secular science—just refer to the list “A 
Scientific Dissent from Darwinism,” signed by 
nearly one thousand secular scientists from all 
over the world. Just because we keep repeating 
a lie does not make it true. “Facts are stubborn 
things” (John Adams).
The book of Genesis, which clearly belongs to 
the genre of historical narrative, is crystal-clear 
about the fact that God created the world out of 
nothing in six literal days. Thus, evolutionists 
among the people of God are quick to deliver 
a model in which the Bible is only good for 
“spiritual reality” (whatever that might be). 
Is this not already an inadvertent admission 
that the Bible clearly teaches six literal days? 
Otherwise, why would they have to revert to 
the compartmentalization of natural science in 
order to get rid of the clear claims of Scripture? 
I completely agree with my colleague that 
Scripture does not reveal every detail of the 
creation process, but the facts that Scripture does 
reveal do stand and must not be questioned... 
This article will also be published in its 
entirety online at dordtdiamond.com. 
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· Sports ·
Track athletes compete in 
NAIA championships
Caleb Pollema -- Staff Writer
 It’s not often athletes get a shot at a 
championship, but Dordt track athletes got this 
opportunity at the NAIA Indoor Track and Field 
National Championships in Pittsburg, Kan.
The three-day event brought some of the 
NAIA’s best track and field teams together 
to see who’d go home with the National 
Championship title.
Dordt had athletes competing in both 
individual events and relays. In the women’s 
4x800-meter relay, Dordt women finished ninth 
and missed the finals by less than one second.
In the men’s 4x800-meter and 4x400-meter 
relays, Dordt’s men missed eighth place and a 
spot in the finals by only three seconds.
In the women’s distance medley relay, Dordt 
finished ninth (originally placed in eighth), after 
an appeal that reinstated another team.
“It would have been nice to qualify for finals 
in several of our relays, but I thought our relays 
all ran their best times of the season and ran 
solid races,” said 4x400-meter relay participant 
junior Caleb Herman. “Overall, I was proud 
of how I, and other teammates, competed at 
Nationals.”
After the relays, the Dordt team looked to 
support their teammates in several individual 
events, two of whom competed in the 5,000 
meters: senior Audrey Brooks and grad student 
Caleb Drake.
 On Saturday, Drake ran the 5,000 meters 
and finished in third with a time of 14:49.39. 
He claimed NAIA All-American honors.
Brooks competed in the 5,000-meter race for 
the Defenders. Brooks finished with the second-
fastest time in preliminaries, with a time of 
17:51.52 and was less than half a second behind 
the leader.
Brooks advanced to the Saturday finals where 
she claimed NAIA National Champion Runner-
up honors with a time of 17:38.26. Brooks also 
earned NAIA All-American honors with her 
performance.
In the women’s mile, senior Erica De Schiffart 
earned NAIA All-American honors with a sixth-
place finish and a time of 5:01.45.
In the other events, senior Joscelyn Wind 
finished ninth in the Pentathlon and in the men’s 
throw, senior David Davelaar finished ninth and 
junior Ike Van Kempen finished 20th.
Senior Dani Wubben finished 14th in the 
women’s 60-meter hurdles and senior Keith 
Heidema finished 20th in the men’s 60-meter 
hurdles.
With the indoor season in the books, the track 
and field team is preparing for the outdoor 
season.
“It’s always exciting to start the outdoor season 
and build on our indoor training,” Wind said. 
“While the transition from the indoor season to 
outdoor is exciting, it can also be difficult. We 
often have to deal with weather that is less than 
ideal, especially early in the season.”
Even with the difficult transition from indoor 
to outdoor ahead of them, the track and field 
team is excited for what lies ahead and the 
opportunity to build on their great performance 
at Nationals in indoor.
Leaving it all on the court: 
Andrew O’Donnell
Sawyer Strelnieks -- Staff Writer
Andrew O’Donnell was the only senior 
playing on the men’s basketball team this past 
season and he played every game with no 
regrets. O’Donnell wanted no reason to dwell 
on the past and he showed that every chance he 
got on the court.
Before landing a spot on the Dordt men’s 
basketball team, O’Donnell played for Sioux 
Center High School where he earned All-
Conference and All-State honors. O’Donnell 
averaged over 10 points per game his senior 
year. O’Donnell was a multisport athlete in high 
school, leading his high school’s football team 
to the state semifinals his senior year as well.
Having a successful high school career, 
O’Donnell moved down the street to Dordt 
where he continued playing for the Defenders. 
Wearing the #1 jersey, he hit the ground 
running, playing in all 31 games his freshman 
year, averaging six points per game and three 
rebounds per game.
Being one of two seniors on the team put 
O’Donnell in the position of being both a leader 
and one of the most experienced players on 
the court. He had over 120 consecutive games 
playing for the Defenders by the end of his 
senior season.
O’Donnell averaged 9.6 points per game his 
junior year and 6.5 his senior year. He played a 
significant role for the Defenders the past four 
years, both offensively and defensively.
O’Donnell said this season was very different 
compared to previous seasons. He was very 
close with the rest of his team which made 
coming to practice every day a blast.
“It was a privilege to play college basketball 
for Dordt,” O’Donnell said. “There were days 
where I took that for granted, as it seemed it 
would never end.”
O’Donnell learned that everything in life can 
come to an end pretty quickly. A lot of athletes 
can relate to lacing up for the first game of 
their senior year and the next thing they know, 
they’re stepping off the court for the rest of their 
sports career.
Dordt basketball taught O’Donnell to not only 
be a successful player on the court, but also how 
to be successful in every aspect of his life. He 
grew in his faith walk and his social life over the 
years playing for Dordt.
O’Donnell said playing at Dordt was fun, 
especially in the De Witt gymnasium. His 
favorite memory, however, was beating both 
Dakota Wesleyan and Briar Cliff at the Corn 
Palace in Mitchell, S.D. Both teams are GPAC 
opponents for Dordt.
Playing for Dordt was a decision that changed 
O’Donnell in many ways. It helped him grow in 
his faith, work hard in the classroom and meet 
great people. The support of the fans at Dordt, 
he said, was unheard of compared to other 
teams.
Having such a great crowd proves that a sport 
like basketball is one that we all participate in, 
much like life. Some of us are on the court and 
others are encouraging from the stands. Andrew 
realized this playing for Dordt. He left it all out 
on the court and he has adopted this metaphor 
in his life.
Changes in Athletics 
Department
Clarissa Kraayenbrink -- Sports Editor
The 2018-2019 academic year will bring 
many changes—including new faces—into 
the athletic department. Perhaps most notable 
of these changes is the retirement of Athletic 
Director Glenn Bouma and the appointment 
of Ross Douma to take Bouma’s spot. Other 
positions that will see changes are men’s and 
women’s head basketball coaches, men’s and 
women’s assistant basketball coaches and 
men’s and women’s head soccer coaches.
Douma’s promotion to Athletic Director 
meant the men’s basketball head coach position 
opened up. Newcomer Brian Van Haaften has 
been hired to fill the role. Van Haaften is a 
Northwestern graduate who coached at Buena 
Vista University from 1996-2017. Under Van 
Haaften’s instruction, the Beavers went 414-
188 and had six consecutive 20-win seasons 
from 2000-2005.
“I can’t wait to spend time with my new 
players and get to know them on a personal 
level and try to make a difference in their 
lives,” Van Haaften said, in a statement to 
Dordt College sports information. “We will 
chase championships together and enjoy every 
second of it.”
Along with the men’s team, the women’s 
basketball team will also welcome a new head 
coach. Bill Harmsen, previous athletic director 
and boys’ basketball head coach at Western 
Christian in Hull, will take over this position 
next year. In addition, he will be helping Douma 
with some athletic director-related work.
Interim women’s basketball head coach Kyle 
Lindbergh will switch over to men’s basketball 
assistant coach and do some athletic fundraising 
through the Advancement Department. One of 
the men’s assistant coaches, Kyle Hiemstra, 
will remain at Dordt in his current position 
and assist Van Haaften in the coming year. The 
other men’s assistant coach, Derek Keizer, will 
be taking over coaching the boys’ basketball 
team at Western. Dordt is still in the process of 
finding a new women’s assistant coach.
Outside of basketball, the soccer coaches’ 
positions will look different next year as well. 
Although the jobs will be held by the same 
coaches, Bill Elgersma and Craig Stiemsma, 
they will co-coach both the men’s and women’s 
teams. Elgersma is slated to be the head coach 
of both teams and Stiemsma will be Elgersma’s 
co-coach. Soccer will also have three graduate 
assistants to round out their staff.
“They’re going to put their skill sets together 
and really serve both soccer programs,” Douma 
said.
Every coach at Dordt is expected to take on 
duties outside of coaching. Some coaches teach 
classes in HHP, a few serve in administration 
positions and all are expected to be ambassadors 
of Dordt College. Douma also expects his 
coaches to be good recruiters for their respective 
sports and advocates for Dordt.
“I think we have an outstanding staff in place,” 
Douma said. “We’re really at a point where 
we have a lot of potential within the athletic 
program and we want to see that really come to 
fruition over the course of the next five years, 
and that really starts with the coaching staff we 
have in place. We are really fortunate at Dordt 
College to have the folks that we do have.”
As for athletic director duties, Douma oversees 
all athletic programs and is tasked with carrying 
out the mission and vision of Dordt College 
athletics. He will lead programs forward and 
emphasize doing things the Defender Way—
playing to honor Christ. Another thing under his 
jurisdiction involves Dordt’s booster club, the 
Defender Gold Club. The DGC is in charge of 
raising funds for the athletic department, and as 
such, it is a crucial part of Douma’s job.
For athletes or regular sporting event 
attendees, these changes may take some getting 
used to come next year. But all coaches, under 
the direction of Douma, strive to work well 
together to further the mission of Dordt College 
and the athletic department.
Defender baseball opens 
season in Arizona
Caleb Pollema -- Staff Writer
For the Dordt baseball team, getting to play 
on a somewhat warm day is a rare occurrence, 
especially in Sioux Center where winter has 
continued to drag on.
This simple fact lent much anticipation to the 
annual trip to the Tucson Invitational Games in 
Tucson, Ariz. Over spring break, the team got to 
not only absorb lots of sunshine, but also open 
the baseball season.
The Defenders played in eight games in 
Tucson and finished with a 3-5 record, which 
came after only two games outside and no 
outdoor practices.
“As a team, I think we showed spurts of 
what we are capable of, but we need to put it 
all together,” said senior first baseman Zach 
Fowler. “Despite our record, we saw what some 
guys are capable of and I think we competed 
well.”
Beyond just playing baseball, the week-long 
trip is an opportunity for the team to hang out 
and get to know each other outside of the sport. 
The team went to church together, attended an 
MLB spring training game and played mini-
golf together.
“I can tell that throughout our trip we were 
getting closer, which benefited our performance 
on the field,” said senior shortstop and team 
captain Trent Roose.
With the Arizona trip in the books, the 
Defenders turn to their conference schedule 
which continued this week with two games at 
Northwestern on Tuesday and two games to be 
held at Dakota Wesleyan on Friday.
The Defenders are set to have their home 
opener this Saturday against Dakota Wesleyan 
in a doubleheader at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.
The team is excited for the opportunity to 
repeat last year’s conference performance and 
return to the conference tournament.
“I’m looking forward to seeing who is going 
to step up each game and take over,” said senior 
pitcher Brandon Fokkema. “We have a lot 
of players capable of doing just that and I’m 
excited to see who will be the hero each game.”
The Defenders are excited for what lies ahead 
and they are ready to show how good they can 
really be.
“As a senior I want teams to start respecting 
Dordt College as a legitimate competitor in the 
GPAC,” Fowler said. “We have been on the 
rise and I hope other programs recognize that. 
I want teams to get nervous when they play us.”
The goal for the season is clear, especially for 
all the seniors: to be respected in the GPAC and 
return to the conference tournament.
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Tots get toys, students get 
experience
Allison Wordes -- Staff Writer
Toys are not necessities, or something people 
need, says sophomore Aunna Weinert. 
Even so, she feels Toys for Tots, a United 
States Marine Corps Reserve program which 
provides children with Christmas gifts if 
their families cannot afford to buy them, is 
a worthwhile organization to support. The 
group brings joy to kids during the Christmas 
season when finances can be tight for families. 
Country-wide organizations like this are also 
helping Dordt students gain experience and 
necessary skills in their fields.
Drop-boxes for Toys for Tots are located 
in Toys-R-Us and other toy stores around the 
country. Because the organization cannot 
determine the value of toys, they need a third 
party to go to all their locations outside of their 
headquarters in Triangle, Va., and price them. 
Communication prof Tom Prinsen is one of 
those who work as an independent contractor 
for Toys for Tots. Prinsen and his team go 
around to a sampling of these places. 
“It’s a worthwhile organization to work for,” 
Prinsen said. 
He and Jim Lesko, who also works with Toys 
for Tots, have a contract to price toys, although 
they are not actually part of the organization. 
This is his tenth year with them. 
In order to get students involved in real, 
practical experience, Prinsen encouraged 
his marketing research class last semester to 
help with Toys for Tots. For a salary, students 
majoring in business, public relations or 
marketing research from many colleges go to all 
areas of the country to price toys at Toys for Tots 
Cultural Fair celebrates 
diversity with food and dancing
Emma Stoltzfus and Ashley Huizinga -- Staff 
Writers
On Saturday, March 3, the Grille area was 
abuzz with color, fabrics and the smell of 
foreign cuisine. Attendees flocked to this year’s 
Cultural Fair, an annual event held to celebrate 
the international diversity on campus. 
Freshman Danikka Jackson attended the fair 
in traditional Mexican dress and presented a 
table on her home country of Mexico. Raised 
in Oaxaca, Jackson is a missionary kid, and she 
heard about Dordt when a representative spoke 
to her mom, who volunteered at the Christian 
school there.
“Most of the international students are native 
to their countries, but there are quite a few of us 
who were missionary kids,” Jackson said. “So, 
we were representing a country that we are not 
ethnically from.”
Still, Jackson considers Mexico her home and 
appreciates the SWB club for allowing her to 
celebrate the diversity within cultures. 
“With Students Without Borders, it really is 
Students Without Borders. It doesn’t matter 
where you were born, and if I consider Mexico 
my country it’s cool even though I don’t look 
Mexican,” Jackson said. “There’s so much 
diversity and cultures can be so different. I think 
it’s a good thing to be aware [that] there are a lot 
of differences. Being a part of Students Without 
Borders—and especially going to the cultural 
fair—makes you realize that.”
Most of the tables—and there were many of 
them, representing six continents and 15-20 
countries overall—celebrated the diversity of 
cultures with food, from tea at the Senegal table 
to vegemite at the Australian table.
Jackson’s display on Mexico featured a bag 
of dried crickets for people to sample. During 
the event, Jackson laughed about a little girl 
who was super excited about eating the crickets 
and “kept snacking on them like they were 
candy,” in contrast to “all these big guys” being 
squeamish.
“It was funny watching everybody’s 
reactions… most were pleasantly surprised,” 
Jackson said.
The Fair’s fashion show, always a highlight 
of the evening, was followed by a talent show, 
featuring songs and even a few dances from 
various countries. Senior Yannick Habimana 
(Rwanda) and sophomore Jazmin Mendieta 
Gauto (Mexico) served as emcees for the night, 
periodically throwing trivia questions to their 
audience with the promise of prizes galore.
Acts included grad students Brian and 
Stephanie Oh, representing Korea, who sang 
a soulful rendition of “Arirang,” a popular and 
mysterious Korean folk song considered the 
country’s unofficial national anthem. 
Freshman Delano Adamson, representing 
Jamaica, sang Bob Marley’s “Feel Alright” 
to a small crowd of audience members who 
responded to Adamson’s call to “feel the music” 
by dancing and swaying across the Grille floor. 
The crowd included President Erik Hoekstra, 
summoned by emcee Habimana amidst cheers 
and applause. 
Highlights also included a mix of Indonesian 
and Korean love songs performed by 
sophomores Grace Lee and Minha Kim 
(Korea), sophomore HaeMi Kim (Thailand), 
and sophomore Retasya Badudu and senior 
Daniel Amin (Indonesia). 
However, freshman Israel Yakubu, 
representing Nigeria, stole the show with a 
street dance performed to Olamide’s “Science 
Student.” Or rather, his entourage stole the 
show, when they unexpectedly joined Yakubu 
onstage.
“I will be forever scarred [by this Fair] from 
[senior] Matthew Ojo shaking his butt in my 
face as he strutted down the runway,” said 
junior Janelle Cammenga.
Peter Rabbit is little more than unhoppy adaptation
Zach Steensma -- Staff Writers
British scientist, author and illustrator Beatrix 
Potter is best known for her classic children’s 
books featuring woodland creatures. 
Perhaps her most famous work, The Tale of 
Peter Rabbit, was first published in 1902 and 
has been a childhood staple ever since. 
I, for one, grew up reading these stories, 
admiring each page of beautiful watercolor 
illustrations featuring rabbits, squirrels, frogs 
and other animals, usually dressed in tiny coats 
and getting themselves into mischief. Potter, 
influenced by the fairy tales and fables she 
read growing up, often ended her stories with 
characters facing the consequences of their 
actions and learning a lesson.   
Needless to say, the initial trailers for Sony 
Picture’s 3D animated/live action adaptation, 
“Peter Rabbit,” left audiences both disgusted 
and confused: Why were the animals holding a 
rave in Mr. McGregor’s house? Why was there 
pop music playing in the background? Why 
was James Corden playing the titular role? Who 
gave Sony the rights to this franchise? Why was 
this movie being made in the first place? 
There is, admittedly, a higher degree of 
faithfulness to the books than one might expect: 
The movie begins with a relatively accurate 
retelling of the original classic tale, where 
Peter Rabbit (played by James Corden, his first 
role since last year’s Emoji Movie), his cousin 
Benjamin (Colin Moody), and his sisters Flopsy 
(Morgot Robbie), Mopsy (Elizabeth Debicki) 
and Cottontail (Daisy Ridley), prepare a heist 
on the garden of Mr. McGregor (Sam Neill), the 
protective farmer from the original stories. 
However, Peter is soon spotted by McGregor, 
and, this time, in a surprising twist, he is caught 
right before McGregor drops dead from cardiac 
arrest (apparently the writers thought it would 
be ironic to have a man who spends his life 
growing and protecting his vegetables lead an 
unhealthy lifestyle filled with junk food). 
In addition, there is a brief backstory given on 
the rabbit family, featuring excellent storybook 
style animation that looks nearly identical to 
Potter’s original watercolor illustrations. But 
the segment is brief, and here the similarities 
come to an end. 
Soon after it begins, the movie deviates 
heavily from the original books. For starters, 
there is an entirely new lead character, a human 
named Bea (Rose Byrne), who is neighbor to 
the grouchy farmer Mr. McGregor and, unlike 
McGregor, is sympathetic towards the rabbits 
and seeks to defend them from his wrath. In her 
all too abundant spare time, she is a painter who 
illustrates the rabbits, perhaps as a nod to Potter 
herself. 
Following the death of McGregor, Peter 
and the whole countryside gang of animals 
proceed to trash McGregor’s estate in a tout of 
uncharacteristic crassness. The party is soon 
disrupted when Thomas (Domhnall Gleeson), 
McGregor’s uptight great nephew and heir, 
arrives at the scene to clean up the mess, prepare 
the house for selling, and, of course, remove all 
wildlife from the premises. However, Thomas 
quickly strikes up a romance with Bea and sees 
a change of heart, while Peter, out of jealousy, 
continues to assail and torment Thomas with 
pranks and traps, as man and rabbit fight for 
the heart of an oblivious Bea. The narrative 
is surprisingly cohesive and even charming 
at times, and there is an attempt at giving the 
story a moral. At the very least, the abundant 
slapstick seemed entertaining to children in the 
theater. 
But this is still not enough to make up for the 
movie’s faults. There is plenty of crude humor, 
annoyingly unfitting references to 21st century 
pop culture, and no small amount of repetitive 
Corden-esque jokes that, for some reason, the 
writers felt needed to be repeated throughout 
the run of the movie (despite not being funny 
the first time), as if making the exact same jokes 
over and over somehow makes them funnier 
(perhaps as a misguided attempt at self-aware 
or meta humor). 
As far as children’s movies go, there are far 
better adaptations out there, and “Peter Rabbit” 
is, at best, a slightly amusing slapstick cartoon, 
and, at worst, a disgrace to the original books. 
In other words, you can skip and hop your way 
over this one. You won’t be missing out.  
locations. This provides valuable experience for 
students who will need marketing skills later on 
in their careers. It also gives them something 
practical to put on a resume. 
“It provides a story to tell,” Prinsen said. 
Students always return with lasting memories 
and experience. Last year, there were three 
students; this year two. Next year Prinsen hopes 
that five students will join. 
Prinsen’s other contacts around the country 
are still involved in the Toys for Tots process. 
Instead of flying out or driving to far off 
locations, they work right where they are, often 
visiting 10-12 stores a day around Thanksgiving 
Break. 
After talking to a store manager, workers 
acquire a scanner and go through all the toys 
in the bins. For each toy, they take down the 
important information, including a description 
of the toy, a picture of it for record, manufacturer 
and the average price of the toy. 
“It’s not a fancy job, but it’s practical,” 
Prinsen said. 
Senior Greg Plooy, a BUAD and HR 
Management Major, noted there were a lot of 
Star Wars-themed toys. 
“I was a little surprised at the high value of 
toys people were donating,” Weinert said. 
Most toys were brand-new, because, for this 
particular cause, the majority of people buy 
and immediately donate a toy by putting it in 
the collection bin. I think it means more than 
if people would give money – toys the kids can 
hold in their hands,” Weinert said. 
Monetary donations are harder to follow once 
they have been donated, whereas with toys you 
know the recipient will be a grateful child.
Weinert took the opportunity to work for the 
project last fall when in Prinsen’s class. Her 
job does not include distribution, but involves 
counting and calculating the value of toys. 
Since Weinert traveled to be with her family 
in Washington state over Thanksgiving break, it 
worked well for her to go to locations near the 
coast at that time. She visited 5-6 locations in 
Portland, Ore., and the surrounding area. 
All of the data goes back to Prinsen and the 
auditors. He collects it and arranges it into a 
spreadsheet, making sure everything is in order. 
Then he works with Lesko, who changes the 
information into statistics. 
Weinert said she hopes to work for Toys for 
Tots again next year. 
“Dordt does a good job of bringing in people 
who present good experience opportunities,” 
Weinert said. 
She sees a lot of internship offers in her 
business classes, and this experience working 
for Toys for Tots has given her the experience 
she was looking for.
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Walmart policy change affects 
Trap Shooting Club
Brad Weber -- Staff Writer
In the midst of a national debate on gun 
control, Walmart has made a corporate decision 
to prohibit ammunition and firearm sales 
to those under 21. The Dordt College Trap 
Shooting Club has been dormant for the winter 
but will be starting its spring season on Apr.14 
with a student and alumni event. This will be 
the first club event since Walmart has changed 
its policy, and the new policy may affect club 
members under 21.
Trap Shooting Club faculty advisor Tom 
Prinsen believes the restriction will be more of a 
nuisance than anything else. He acknowledged 
that many club members are underclassmen, 
and therefore, under 21.
In the past, most students purchased shotgun 
shells at Walmart, but now a sizable portion 
will be unable to do so. Prinsen said there are 
plenty of other options for students to buy 
shells. The Rock Valley Gun Club, where the 
Trap Shooting Club meets, sells boxes of 25 for 
$6.50, and Bomgaars sells boxes of 100 shells 
for $30. This is more expensive than the $22 
that Walmart charges for a box of 100 shells, but 
both the Rock Valley Gun Club and Bomgaars 
sell to anyone over the age of 18.
Prinsen also noted the possibility of club 
members over the age of 21 selling shells 
to underclassmen. In addition, students can 
order ammunition online and have it shipped 
directly to Dordt College. According to Dean 
of Students Robert Taylor, the Dordt mail room 
accepts all packages in compliance with federal 
law, and students would simply have to store 
their ammunition in Student Services with their 
firearms. 
Sophomore Joe Schares is one of the affected 
underclassmen. He has been trap shooting for 
years and is certified as a trap shooting coach by 
the Iowa DNR, but he will not be 21 until this 
August. He does not believe the Walmart policy 
will hinder his ability to obtain ammunition. He 
will just have to find a different place to buy 
shells or bring back a few hundred the next time 
he goes home. 
Unfortunately, Student Services has limited 
space for firearm and ammunition storage, and 
Schares worries they will not have enough room 
for all the ammunition that students may want 
to store. Although an inconvenience for him, 
Schares thinks it will be worse for Walmart.
“Walmart is losing money, losing business,” 
Schares said.
This situation may be only temporary. Walmart 
is facing a lawsuit in Oregon from a 20-year-old 
who is claiming they discriminated against him 
because of his age. Tyler Watson argues that 
Walmart policy is in violation of ORS 659A.403, 
which, in part, reads: “All persons... are entitled 
to the full and equal accommodations... of 
any place of public accommodation, without 
any distinction, discrimination or restriction 
on account of race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, national origin, marital status or age 
if the individual is of age, as described in this 
section, or older.” If this lawsuit is successful, 
Walmart will be forced to amend its policies in 
states with age discrimination restrictions, and 
would likely change its nationwide policy to 
protect from further legal action.
